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Dataw Island Visual Arts Club 

2016 VAC Leadership 

 

Executive Board Members 

President   Bill Tremitiere 

Vice President  Marjorie Shymske 

Secretary   Peggy Len 

Treasurer   Jerry Hubbard 

Leadership Members 

Past Presidents:  Barb Carakostas 

    Barbara Krakehl 

Membership   JoAnn Schneider 

Workshops   Brooke Schuster 

Website   Brooke Schuster 

Publicity   Lynn Baker 

Exhibits   Holly and Deak FitzGerald 

Dateline   Peggy Len and Lynn Baker 

Volunteers   Bobbi Weber and Kathy Crowther 

Special Events   Laura Bricker 

Studio Tours   Kathy Crowther 

Open Studio   Rose Harrison Bowman and Mary Ann Berger 

Library   Kathy McShane 

Collage/Mixed Media Lynn Brown 

Clay    Janet Bura 

Historian   Dale Martin 

VAC Board meetings were generally held at 4:00 PM on the first Monday of each month, in the 
Arts and Crafts Room at the Dataw Community Center. The exceptions this year were: 
February 8, July 11 and September 7. The Annual Meeting was held on January 11. Typically, 
there is no Board Meeting in August. 
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Dataw Island Visual Arts Club 

2016 Annual Report 

The year began with the Annual Meeting held on January 11, 2016. After welcoming everyone, 
Bill Tremitiere, President, gave an overview of 2015 VAC activities. The minutes of the 
previous Annual Meeting were approved. The slate of officers for 2016 was presented and 
elected to include: President, Bill Tremitiere; Vice President, Marjorie Shymske; Treasurer, 
Jerry Hubbard and Secretary, Peggy Len. Bill thanked the retiring Board members, committee 
chairs and numerous VAC volunteers for their tremendous service.  Nan Bopp, who was a 
founding member of VAC and had recently passed, was honored and one of her paintings was 
displayed in the Community Center along with a note “In Memory Of” written by Laura Bricker. 

Following the business meeting, Kim Sullivan, new Executive Director of the Beaufort Arts 
Council, was our Guest Speaker. She talked about her life, education, careers as artist and 
teacher, and her move to Beaufort. The creation of the BAC Mather Academy (an arts school 
for Beaufort area residents and visitors), the organization’s other current activities and its plans 
for the future.  
 
In November, the VAC Board nominated Dataw artist Kathy Crowther to receive the 
distinguished “Elizabeth O’Neil Verner Award” for individual artist of the year, presented by the 
South Carolina Arts Commission. This placed Kathy in consideration among the top artists in 
the state. Although she did not receive the ultimate award this year, it was significant to be 
recognized as a Nominee. To VAC members and others who know her work, she is always #1. 
 
Treasurer’s Report (Jerry Hubbard) 

Jerry Hubbard reported a bank balance of $4,577.96 as of December 31, 2016. This compares 
to a balance of $1,672.23 on December 31, 2015. Slightly over $1,500 of this difference 
represents income from the Dataw ART Crawl, of which $1,400.00 is being donated to the art 
program at Lady’s Island Middle School.   

Jerry has served as Treasurer for most of VAC’s existence and is retiring from this volunteer 
position at the end of 2016. We thank him for his dedication to managing the VAC finances so 
well for so many years. 

Membership (JoAnn Schneider) 

JoAnn has reviewed the VAC list serve for accuracy of membership information. She 
contacted former VAC members to determine if they wished to renew their membership and 
contacted new Dataw residents, who expressed an interest in art, and invited them to join. It 
was also very effective to have membership information available at the art exhibits, Holiday 
Boutique and other VAC activities throughout the year. JoAnn coordinates membership 
records with the Treasurer and also maintains the VAC membership email list. At the end of 
the year, there are 172 new and renewing members for 2017.   
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Workshops (Brooke Schuster) 

Numerous workshops were planned by the Workshop Committee throughout the year. These 
included:  

• regularly scheduled workshops for card-making, clay and collage/mixed media 
• numerous weekly video art workshops on a variety of media  

Brooke routinely encouraged members to take advantage of the extensive video workshop 
library installed on the computer and Smart TV in the Arts and Crafts Room. She also created 
a list of programs and conducted several orientation sessions to enable members to use this 
resource at their convenience.    

Website (Brooke Schuster) 

Brooke worked with the website administrator to update the VAC website with new photos and 
current information. When it was learned that he was no longer able to provide that service, 
Marj Shymske arranged for another website specialist (Complete Spectrum), with whom she 
has worked, to assume management and redesign of our website, at no expense to VAC.  

Publicity (Lynn Baker) 

Lynn developed the publicity for all VAC activities throughout the year. Her creativity was 
significant in maintaining resident awareness of VAC events and to their success. This 
included: announcements and flyers for classes, Open Studio, Studio Tours, Art Exhibits, 
special events; submitting the monthly list of VAC events for the Dataw calendar, and post 
cards for exhibits as well as other VAC communications.   

Exhibits (Holly and Deak FitzGerald) 

Four art exhibits were held in 2016. These included: January - “Kaleidoscope”; April - “Market 
Day,” July - “Drip, Dribble or Splash” and October - “Masters of Deception…in the style of.” 
Winners of the People’s Choice Awards” included: Judy Raynor, Deak Fitzgerald, Anne 
Kennedy and Dale Martin.    .  

Music was provided at several of the exhibits by Dataw musician Peter Zamuka. At one show, 
he was accompanied by Guy Apicella and Tracy Anderson. The music always adds to the 
ambiance of the events – and a touch of casual sophistication. Also, our dedicated volunteers 
provided delicious refreshments and served wine for each of the events. Artists participating in 
an exhibit provide a bottle of wine for each entry. VAC volunteers graciously prepare the 
appetizers.  

In addition, the guidelines for exhibiting art were updated. Lynn Baker continued to design the 
exciting and artistic announcements for the exhibits and Brooke Schuster continued to create 
her beautiful themed posters for each show. 
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Special Events (Laura Bricker) 

The second “Art in Bloom” event was held on May 10th in the Carolina Room of the Dataw 
Clubhouse. This joint venture paired floral arrangements designed by members of the Dataw 
Garden Club with art created by VAC members. Lenda Jablonski served as VAC liaison, with 
Janet Bura of the Garden Club, to make this a very popular event. This was the second time in 
the history of Dataw that the two organizations held this shared activity. The previous joint 
effort was conducted in 2008. 
 
The Dataw “Carnival of Clubs” was held on March 3rd in the Carolina Room. Kathy McShane, 
Laura Bricker and Kathy Crowther headed the VAC effort to create a display to encourage new 
memberships. Visitors to our booth were invited to take a greeting card created by members of  
the VAC card-making group, and to register for a raffle for a collection of hand-made cards. 
Many visitors were delighted by this unique component of our participation in the event.  
 
An “Arty Party” was held on March 16th. Participants were invited to bring an item to place in 
the still life and to create a piece of art in whatever medium they chose, as they enjoyed wine 
and food together. 
 
A “Trunk Sale” was coordinated by Christy Walworth on April 23rd to enable VAC artists to sell 
any of their unneeded art supplies. Originally planned for the grassy medium in front of the 
Community Center, the event was moved to the Gazebo because of inclement weather. 
 
The first “Dataw Art Crawl”, co-chaired by Marj Shymske and Debi Lamb, was held on 
September 26th. This event featured tours of the art collections in six homes on Dataw. The 
tour was concluded by a reception at the Community Center, where Cadra Rooney, art teacher 
at the Lady’s Island Middle School, spoke about her exciting program that provides creative 
opportunities for students to explore their budding artistic talents. The proceeds from the Art 
Crawl were designated to support her program, which will make a significant difference in light 
of their loss of Title Three Federal funds this year. 
 
The “Holiday Boutique” was held on November 6th in the Community Center. This year’s event, 
with the theme of “Wishing You Holiday Delights” was chaired by Kathy McShane. It was a big 
success, with the rooms overflowing with venders and shoppers – as well as many others who 
also enjoyed the wine and appetizers. A unique feature of the Boutique this year was 
incorporation of cards created by VAC artists, as part of the decorations. When residents 
signed-up to renew their membership or to enroll as VAC members for 2017, they were given a 
raffle ticket. The winner received all of the cards on display. The Boutique is a perennially 
popular VAC activity. 
  
Dateline (Peggy Len and Lynn Baker) 

Peggy and Lynn coordinated their efforts in the creation of quarterly VAC articles for Dateline, 
an online publication of Dataw Island. Their articles provide information about VAC activities 
and VAC artists. 
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Volunteers (Bobbi Weber and Kathy Crowther) 

Bobbi and Kathy did an incredible job of recruiting teams of committed volunteers for art 
exhibits and other VAC events. We have a dedicated cadre of VAC members, who help to 
make these events exciting and first class. Their contributions are amazing and the results can 
be seen in every VAC activity.    

Studio Tours (Kathy Crowther) 

Tours of art studios this year included those of: Carol Kamm and Dory Ingram. A tour of Renee 
Levin’s studio had to be cancelled because of Hurricane Matthew, but will be rescheduled for 
2017. It is always interesting to see the environments in which artists demonstrate their muse. 

Open Studio (Rose Harrison Bowman) 

The Open Studio sessions were held weekly throughout much of the year. Each session 
focused on a different concept, theme or technique. Rose consistently welcomed suggestions 
for session themes and demonstrations. After years of leading this activity, Rose has “retired” 
and new leadership is being sought. We thank her for her creativity and dedication to making 
this an exciting VAC offering. 

Library (Kathy McShane) 

Prior to the Community Center renovation in 2015, the VAC library was contained in a glass 
cabinet in the lobby. With the renovation in 2015, permanent cabinets were installed in the 
conference room, which now house our library. Kathy contacted members who had books that 
needed to be returned. She also reviewed the library inventory and removed many items, 
which were, then, offered for sale to VAC members at the October art exhibit, at bargain 
prices. Items that were not sold were donated to Habitat for Humanity.    

Collage/Mixed Media (Barb Carakostas and Lynn Brown) 

The group continued to meet bimonthly throughout the year to study the basic principles of 
design, make “tools” and explore new techniques for manipulating papers for their paintings.   

Clay (Janet Bura) 

To be more inclusive, the name of the activity was changed in 2015 from “Dirty Girls” to 
“Mudslingers.” Meeting the 1st and 3rd Fridays of each month and other sessions, as scheduled 
by Janet Bura. The Mudslingers continued learning additional methods in hand-building and 
glazing.  

Historian (Dale Martin) 

As one of the founding members of VAC, it’s most fitting that Dale serves as our Historian. 
This year, she has been working on identifying photos from the organization’s photo albums for 
inclusion on the VAC website. She is also working on archiving the art exhibit posters created 
by Brooke Schuster, for inclusion on the website. These efforts will create permanent 
documentation of these valuable visual resources for historical reference. Dale also provided 
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the leadership in the preparation of the nomination of Kathy Crowther for Elizabeth O’Neil 
Verner Award,  

Nominating Committee (Dale Martin) 

Dale is a great recruiter! Once again, she has presented a wonderful slate of super qualified 
folks to serve as Officers of VAC for 2017. They include:  

Marj Shymske for President 

Kathy McShane for Vice President 

Bobbi Weber for Treasurer 

Peggy Len for Secretary 

The Board officially accepted these individuals to be the Nominees presented for election at 
the Annual Meeting on January 5, 2017. 

Closing comments 

• The VAC Board expressed our appreciation to the Community Center staff for their 
constant support of VAC activities throughout the year. 
 

• I also want to express my sincere thanks to the Officers, former VAC Presidents and the 
other experienced members of the Board for their guidance, patience and ongoing 
leadership that makes the Dataw Visual Arts Club an exciting and enriching asset to our  
community. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Bill Tremitiere, President (2015 and 2016) 


